RECIPE FOR SUCCESS
Answer the prompts below in a 1-2 page (double-spaced) equivalent journal response. Again, remember to type up your response in a “savable” format first (MS Word, Google Docs, etc.) then copy and paste into the comment box below to avoid the undue stress of lost work that shall never be recovered.
REMEMBER: Just because these journals are considered “informal” writing (i.e. there’s no drafting/review process), that doesn’t mean that they shouldn’t have some elements of good writing like an INTRODUCTION, BODY PARAGRAPHS, and a CONCLUSION. This also means that your response should be cohesive–i.e. your answers to each numbered question should not be stated separately but woven together to create a unified piece of writing.
1) James and Lucas are two boys of high school age who have similar ambitions to earn money and succeed in life. James comes from a low-income family. He has moved many times and has been frequently absent from school and has not done well in his grades. Lucas comes from a wealthy, upper-class family who has sent him to an expensive boarding school. After high school, they plan to send Lucas to a prestigious college.
If James expects to achieve the same level of success that Lucas will likely reach, what personal qualities, personal actions, and help from others will he need to progress towards this goal?
2) How does your answer to the question above apply to Ragged Dick (the book and/or the character)? Does Dick already possess some of the personal qualities and actions that you believed were required for James’ success?
3) Identify some characters who are in a similar situation to Dick. Do you expect to see these characters develop in the same way you predict Dick will over the course of the novel? Why or why not?
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